
 

Playgroup News – Friday 2nd October 2020 

 

Hello Everyone, 

Well October has certainly arrived with a bang today and taken us all by surprise!  The children have had a fun 

day nevertheless, experiencing ‘indoor free flow play’ between both rooms this morning, then having an 

excitable play outside in the windy weather this afternoon!  They are learning so much about the changes we 

see in Autumn, and experiencing this with all of their senses – feeling and hearing the wind outside, seeing the 

colours on the trees, smelling the fresh wet grass after the rain, and tasting some yummy treats this week 

baked with apples from our garden! 

Here is a summary of some of the other fantastic learning taking place in our rooms this week: 

Penguins room – the children experienced a variety of craft activities including junk modelling and working 

together to create a huge painting/collage on black paper; we have done lots of dancing and action rhymes to 

our CDs and singing songs from memory; we had exciting sensory play using ‘cloud dough’ and ‘moon sand’; the 

children have begun to use their name cards at registration and ‘self-registered’ their names under a picture of 

their key person; outside the children have loved large scale painting, water play and den-making.  In small 

groups the children have been practising listening and following instructions with circle games and challenges. 

Squirrels room – the children have had some fantastic sensory experiences with natural Autumn ‘found’ items 

to explore and ice painting!  They have also been engaging in lots of activities to support them in using early 

maths skills, including using Numicon, counting out sets and sorting.  The children also went on ‘listening walk’ 

with some large ears as a visual reminder – this is a very important skill to help them to be able to learn.  The 

children have also loved using a digital picture board to help them ‘self-register’ and to practice animal names 

and sounds. 

As always, lots of new activities have been added to Tapestry – it is lovely to see that lots of you are 

looking at these and thank-you so much for your ‘likes’!  We would also love some feedback in the 

comments sections, and if you have not yet accessed Tapestry please do, so as not to miss out on seeing 

all the great learning!  We will also be adding some new photographs to our website over the next week 

or so. 

Ideas for home  

This is a new weekly section for ‘Playgroup News’!  Why not take a bag next time you go on a walk with your child 

this could even be on the way to or from playgroup? Encourage your child to collect lots of Autumn ‘treasures’ in 

their bag – leaves, acorns, cones, bits of twig/moss/bark, feathers (make sure they do not pick up anything that 

may be harmful such as toadstools).  Take the treasures home and try out some of these ideas: 

 Make an Autumn collage by sticking the treasures to card or paper 

 If you have clear plastic (such as a punch pocket for files) use PVA glue to stick some treasures to this 

to make a ‘sun-catcher’ 

 Fill a cardboard box to make a winter home for a hibernating toy hedgehog (or any cuddly toy!) 

 Stick the treasures into air hardening clay to make an Autumn sculpture 

 Have a go at printing with paint using leaves and other items 

We would love to see pictures on Tapestry if you have a go at any of these ideas! 



Story-Making 

‘Story-Making’ is a fantastic activity that we do with the children in both rooms to help them build early pre-

reading and pre-writing skills.  Over a period of several weeks, we explore a simple story in lots of different 

and exciting ways to help the children learn the narrative by heart – this includes using pictures for recall and 

sequencing, creating ‘story maps’, using props and puppets, and acting the story out.  This term our text in 

Penguins is ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’, and in Squirrels is ‘Dear Zoo’.  Please find attached a simple version 

of both stories for you to share with your children at home to support their learning.  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Thank-you so much to those of you who have volunteered to join our Committee – we are incredibly grateful for 

your support as the playgroup would not be able to run without you!  It looks likely that our meeting will take 

place as a face-to-face event with the option for attendees to join remotely if they prefer.  If you have 

volunteered to join the Committee we will be in touch very soon with more information about the meeting.  

There is still time for anyone else who is interested to volunteer and/or offer to come along to the meeting!  

Please email, or speak to Marie or Sarah at arrival/departure time if you are interested. 

Arrivals/Departures 

Thank-you for your continuing support at arrival and departure time which we know can be a challenging time. 

Please remember that social distancing is very important at these times and that this must be observed as 

much as possible.  In light of this, please remember to abide by the following: 

 If waiting on our path please stand on the white markers 

 If there is no space on the path please allow 2m between yourselves and other people in the area 

leading up to our pathway 

 Only one adult to drop off/collect 

 In the playgroup garden please fill all the space available, moving away from the gate and path, and allow 

at least 1m distance between you and other people 

 Please ensure children stand with you at all times  

 Please give way on the path to people arriving 

 Please use the hand sanitizer provided on arrival/departure – NB: We are looking at a way of fixing our 

gate open so that the touch points are reduced 

 PLEASE BE PATIENT! We will endeavour to receive/hand over all the children as quickly and as 

smoothly as possible but this does take a little time to do this safely while still observing our protective 

measures. 

Dates for the diary 

 Thursday 3rd September – start of Autumn term A 

 Wednesday 21st October – end of Autumn term A for children 

 Thursday 22nd/Friday 23rd October – INSET days 

 Monday 2nd November – start of Autumn term B 

 Thursday 5th November – Annual General Meeting 


