
 

Playgroup News – Friday 25th September 2020 

 

Hello Playgroup friends, 

As we come to the end of another wonderful week at Coalway Early Years, here are some of the things we have 

been learning: 

This week has brought a wide range of weather and we have been talking with the children about this, what 

they need to wear for the different types of weather and the changes we are seeing all around us in the 

outside world during the season of Autumn.  Yesterday, there was much excitement in the garden when we had 

a torrential rain storm with hail!  The children initiated the idea of putting containers under the dripping 

guttering to see how much rain they could collect.  In the sunnier weather at the start of the week, the 

children enjoyed playing in the mud kitchen with the addition of flowers, herbs and fallen apples from our tree. 

Penguins room – the children have met our puppets, Daisy and Billy, who help them to learn about feelings and 

emotions.  The children are beginning to feel really confident in their surroundings and are demonstrating their 

skills as independent learners as they ask the adults questions and choose/extend their own activities – these 

have included problem solving as they construct, complete art projects and roll cars down ramps; fantastic 

collaborative play as they turn the home corner into a ‘café’.  In small and large group activities we have been 

focussing on listening, responding to questions and taking turns. 

Squirrels room – the children have been continuing to consolidate their understanding of our rules and routines, 

and have also been learning from a wide range of activities including small world play, sensory activities and role 

play in the home corner.  In group activities the children continue to engage in stories, and have begun to do 

some simple counting with adult support.  They also love to take part in song time and action rhymes. 

Don’t forget to check in to your child’s learning journey on ‘Tapestry’ for more pictures, observations and 

information!  If you are new to this, you will have received an email inviting you to activate your account 

by setting up a unique log-in – we notice that a number of you have not yet logged in so please let us 

know if you need any support with this. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

As a Committee run charity setting we rely on the support of parents and other associates of the playgroup to 

help us run the organisation.  On Thursday 5th November we will be holding our ‘Annual General Meeting’ (AGM) 

at 1.45PM– this may be a face-to-face or virtual meeting dependent upon numbers.  All parents and associated 

family members of the children who attend playgroup are invited to attend – PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU 

WISH TO ATTEND, IF THE MEETING IS HELD VIRTUALLY WE WILL SEND YOU AN EMAIL LINK NEARER 

THE TIME.  We need your help!! We have a fantastic Committee but sadly a few of our members are stepping 

down this year and we need volunteers (parents/carers/relations) to join the Committee.  Being part of the 

Committee is a wonderful way to be involved in the running of the playgroup and all we ask from you is that you 

complete some simple registration procedures (this includes a DBS security check) and attend no more than six 

short meetings per year which we arrange at times to suit the majority.  If you are interested in joining the 

Committee please let us know as soon as possible via email or speak to Marie or Sarah at arrival/departure 

times.  Thank-you! 

 



REMINDERS 

Please remember to send suitable outdoor clothing for the changing weather, ensure that your child’s change 

back is restocked with clothes where needed, and provide a water bottle for your child every time they attend 

– ALL CLEARLY NAMED PLEASE! 

NB: We have noticed that quite a few water bottles contain juice or squash.  Please only provide WATER 

– this is essential for dental hygiene and is part of our statutory requirements!  You may provide an 

alternative drink in their lunch box. 

Facebook Page 

I know many of you already ‘like’ and ‘follow’ our Facebook page but, if not, please do follow us at ‘Coalway Early 

Years’ as we often use this page to share announcements, news and ideas! 

COVID 19 Update 

As you know, earlier this week the Government announced some changes to restrictions for England.  At the 

moment none of these affect early years settings and the protective measures we have in place remain 

unchanged.  We do, however, recommend that you download the NHS Track and Trace App as this will help to 

keep all of our playgroup community safer as you will receive early warnings if you have come into contact with 

someone who has tested positive for the virus.  We have also attached a helpful flowchart for symptoms and 

how you should respond to these. 

Help, advice and support 

At this challenging time there are a number of local initiatives out there to help and support families and we 

have attached some flyers with more information.  Also, please do not hesitate to contact us if you need any 

help or guidance with a range of issues from financial, managing routines at home (bedtimes, toilet training, 

behaviour, ‘ditching the dummy and bottle’ etc), and signposting for advice.  Sarah Rawlings is our Family 

Support Worker and she will be happy to arrange a convenient time to contact you for a friendly chat. 

Dates for the diary 

 Thursday 3rd September – start of Autumn term A 

 Wednesday 21st October – end of Autumn term A for children 

 Thursday 22nd/Friday 23rd October – INSET days 

 Monday 2nd November – start of Autumn term B 

 Thursday 5th November – Annual General Meeting 


